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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
In SegnaTz, Mar gift, 1797, 


Okozxey, That Pzrz6- Corrin, THomas DAwzs 
and Isaac TrowrsoNn; Eſq'rs, be a Committee to wait upon the 
Rev. Mr. MELLE N, and, in the name of the Senate, to thank him 
for the SzRMoON delivered by him, this day, before His Excellency 
the Governor, His Honor the Lieutenant Governor, the Honor 
able Council, and the two Branches of the General Court, and re. 
queſt a copy for the preſs, | 


True copy of Record, 
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It. PETER, ad.—xv. 


0R $0 IS THE WILL OF GOD, THAT WITH WELL DOING YE 
Y PUT TO SILENCE THE IGNORANCE OF FOOLISH MEN.” 


Tas declaration of the apoſtle, directed to 
itians, and deſigned, to inſtruQ and caution them, 
le under the government of heathen rulers, may, it 
preſumed, without impropriety, be recommended to 
conſideration both of rulers and ruled, now that 
Itianity is their common religion. As the circum- 
ce no longer exiſts, which directed the obſervations 
| counſels of the apoſtles, relative to civil govern- 
nt, principally to ſubjeQs and their duties; and as 
ig miſrepreſented by ignorance, and ſlandered by 

are evils to which ſubjects are by no means ex- 
d alone, may I not well be juſtified in giving to the 
#3 a latitude of application, as has been ſug- 
ed? 


View of the words in their connexion, may lead 


Mme previous obſervations on the oRIOIN and DE- 
Nof crvilT GOVERNMENT, and the aſpe of currs- 
NITY upon it. 6 SUBMIT 
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& SUBMIT yourſelves, faith the apoſtle, to every , 
dinance of man, for the LoRD's ſake : whether it} 
to the king as ſupreme ; or unto governours, as un 
them that are ſent by him, for the puniſhment of « 
doers, and for the praiſe of them that do well. For. 
is the will of Gop, that with well doing ye may put 
filence the ignorance of fooliſh men.” 

Ir is of little importance whether we allow, to l 
firſt quoted words, the conſtruction which our tran 
tion gives them, or, with ſome learned divines, inſte; 
of every ordinance of man, read every human creatun 
that is, every perſon in authority; civil rulers of ev 
rank and deſcription. If civil government be conſid 
ed by this apoſtle, as an ordinance of man, he d 
not in thus repreſenting it, contradict another apo 
who ſays, „the powers that be are ordained of Got 
He has ordained them, becauſe they are agreeable 
the conſtitution of the world, which he has eſtabliſke 
It is evidently his will that civil government ſho 
exiſt, becauſe he is a God of order and not of con 
ſion ; becauſe the nature of mankind, their ſocial dj 
ſition, their wants, their paſſions, their irregularities 
their vices clearly indicate its expediency and im 
tance, We are by no means obliged to conclude, fro 
command, to be in ſubjeQtion to the exiſting pow 
becauſe they are ordained of God : or to ſubmit. to 
ry perſon in civil authority, of whatever name, rank 
degree of power, for the Lozd's ſake, that all ruler 
rive their authority immediately from Gop. Well 
not infer that he has ſo pointed ou the particular u 
ner in which we ſhould be governed, or the degree 

power which every ruler ought to poſſeſs, that civil g 
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mment, as to its form, and mode of adminiſtration, 
y not be properly ſtyled an ordinance of man. 
GOVERNMENT has its remote origin in the nature of 
unkind: Or, the ruler's power is indireQly derived 
m H1M Who is the author of that nature. Its imme- 
ate origin, as relative to particular nations and com- 
unities of men, has been far from uniform. The only 
roper ſource of the ruler's power, at leaſt, when extend- 
d farther than that of a parent over his family, is, un- 
er Cop, the people or community, who are the ſub- 
is of his government. We believe that the people 
nly have the right to determine the nature and form 
f their political conſtitution. But we readily allow 
hat facts are, in many inſtances, at variance with right; 
nd that the theory which ſuppoſes the obligation to 
vil obedience derived from an original ſocial: com- 
ad, is not univerſally, or in general, ſupported by the 
iſtory of nations. Many, if not moſt of ihe govern- 
tients now exiſting in the world, probably. originated 
n conqueſt. Or, however their foundations were at 
laid, they have, through various changes, been ma- 
ured to what they now are. And it is far from true, 
hat their preſent forms are the reſult of a general com- 
at among the people, or are a juſt expreſſion of their 
ill, unleſs their ſubmiſſion to them be conſidered as 
mplicit confent. The inſtance of a numerous people, 
nawed by any foreign power, uncontroled by any in- 
ernal oppreſſor, calmly collecting the wiſdom and the 
ill of the whole community; coolly examining firſt 
principles; freely diſcuſſing and declaring their natural 
rights, and on ſuch a firm and rational baſis, deliber- 
tely erekting a conſtitution of government for them- 
ſelves, 


that to no inſtance among the few which modern ting 
have exhibited, claiming any title to the above de 


means ſlaves. They are not bound to give their labors 
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ſelves, is a ſpeQacle not leſs ſingular than auguſt, eye 
in modern, more enlightened times. Nor will it, I ruf 
be conſidered as favouring of national pride, rathe 
than as expreſſive of juſt gratitude to heaven, if I ad 


ſcription, is it Io fully applicable, as to that of our ot 
highly favoured country. 

As to the deſign or final cauſe of government, 
feel no more doubt than with regard to its legitimat 
origin, or the proper ſource ofthe ruler's power. Thi 
is the general good of the people, as this is their gener 
al will. I ſhould bluſh for my country, or for myſel 
did I heſitate to ſay, that we are agreed in' exploding 
the abſurd idea of the many being made for the fev 
and of rulers, as ſuch, not living for the people, rathe 
than the people for them: or did I ſuppoſe thit i 
could be felt as any diſparagement by the latter 
to be ſtyled the ſervants of the public. Their uſeli 
neſs is their honour; and they are great in proportion a 
they miniſter to the general good. This, bor 
ever, does by no means ſuggeſt that a conſciouſneſs 0 
their being benefactors, ought to be their only reward. 
While acting in character, they merit not only the el 
teem and reſpet of the people, but have a right to find 
their own intereſts promoted by their exertions for th 
benefit of others. If they are ſervants, they are by 0 


to the public, without an honourable compenſation 
though in common with others, they ought to be unde 
the influence of thoſe. ſublime principles of patriotiſn 
and religion, which may induce them, when peculiat 

occaſion 


— 
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wcafion calls, to make ſuch ſacrifices for their coun« 
tys welfare, as nothing but the gratitude and affec- 
tion of their country can repay. pod, 
Tuts repreſentation of the deſign of government 
and the ruler's power is not leſs agreeable to ſcripture, 
than it is to enlightened reaſon ;zand is indeed, ſuggeſted 

by the apoſtle in the words preceding the text, He 
peaks of governors as ſent for the puniſhment of 
evil-doers, and for the praiſe of them that do well.” 
The office of the ruler or magiſtrate is not leſs honora- 

ble or neceſſaty becauſe a part, and no ſmall part, of 
the good which it produces is of the negative kind, or 
confiſts in preventing evil. And if the puniſhing or 
preventing of evil ſeem, according to the apoſtle's re- 
preſentation, to be the object of government and its laws, 
nther than recompencing ſuch as do well: or we be 

I ready to alk why praiſe is the only recompenſe allotted 

to well doing, while puniſhment is the portion of thoſe 
who do evil ; we ſhall nevertheleſs find his manner of 
expreſſion ſufficiently accurate, if we conſider that 
well-doing, in the ſenſe here made uſe of, is its own re- 
vard. He who carefully obſerves the laws of ſociety ; 
vho is juſt, faithful, ſober and temperate, and wiſely | 
purſues the path of honeſt induſtry, finds his advantage — | 
in ſo doing, without any direct reward from the govern- 
ment under which he lives. Virtue tends to happineſs. 
duch is the conſtitution of heaven. This tendency, in- 
led, is often counteracted by the follies and vices of 
men. A virtuous individual might be happy in the 
tate of nature; at leaſt he might be free from thoſe 
tvils and injuries againſt which government is calcu- 
aliar ated to proteR him, if all around were as innocent and 
B virtuous 


* 
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virtuous as he. The primary deſign of government, 
therefore is, not ſo much to render the ſubjetts of it poſ. 
itively happy, as to prevent their being rendered miſer. 
able by the violence, injuſtice, fraud or negligence of 
their fellow men. This appears to be in perfect con- 
formity to the apoſtle Paul's ideas, when he exhoris that 
« ſupplications, prayers, interceſſions and giving of 
thanks be made for all men; for kings, and for all that 
are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and feateabl 
life, inall godlineſs and honeſty.” 

It is to be obſerved, however, that all laws are notol 
the penal kind, or deſigned to deter from © the commil. 
ſion of crimes. Some propoſe rewards. Their imme. 
diate obje 1s to encourage exertions, in a particular 
line, calculated to promote the general good. And 
many others, though neither directly penal, nor of the 
kind laſt mentioned, are profeſfedly deſigned to increaſe 
the public emolument, ſtrength and proſperity, while 
they ſecure the peace and liberty of virtuous individu 
als. In a word, civil government, when wiſely and 
faithfully adminiſtered, is as really calculated as it is de 


ſigned to improve the condition of mankind, and t 


widen the ſphere of their enjoyments, as well as to reg: 
ulate and protect them. A very extenſive ſenſe may, 
therefore, be juſtly given - to the Apoſtle's expreſſion 
when ſpeaking of the civil ruler : “He is the minilt 


pe God to thee for good.” 


No man who impartially reads the exhortations of Sr. 
Sie in the context, with thoſe of Sr. Paul in his 
epiſtle to the Romans, and in his charge to T1705 
relative to civil obedience and ſubjeQion ; and recd 
W language of our — on which his condus 

wy 
* 
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vas fo juſt a comment, with reference to the, ſame ſub-. 


ett, can refuſe to ackegviedge that the Chriſtian Telige 


E „ + © 4 


and looks wh! a very friendly alpet.on civil order and 
ſubor dination. 

INDEED, ſo, ſtrongly. One with ſo little de 1 
chriſtianity enjoined ſubmiſſion to the ruling powers, 
z5 to give ſome degree of plauſibility to the charge of 
is being unfriendly to the liberty of the ſubject, and 
the unalienable rights of men. The doctrine of paſſive 
obedience and non. reſiſtance, ſo favourable to the ſelfiſh 


views and ambition of tyrants, and ſo degrading to che 


tuman charakter in general, has preſumed to derive i its 
origin from this religiop, or at leaſt, with confidence 
wppealed to it for ſupport. Iti is preſumed, however, 
that the expreſſions in the New Teſtament, which ſee dem 
moſt to fayour the beloved dottrine of tyrarits; may be 
fairly explained and accounted. tor, in ſuch a manner 
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that they will appear. to give no real countenance to. 


ſuch a doQtrine ; and further, that upon an impartlal | 


view of the Chriſtian religion, we ſhall find” abundant 
reaſon to acknowledge that it is moſt friendly to rational 
liberty, and that the ſpirit of it is n * — do that 
of free governments. N N * 


Tuxxx is good reaſon for apbebetr that * i 


lions of the Apoftles; recommending quĩet ſubmiſſion td 


the ruling powers, were occaſioned, eſpecially. by, and; 
had a particular reference to a prejudice which then 
exiſted in the minds of the Gentiles, and was taken ad- 


vantage of by the Jews, againſt the Chriſtians, as though 


they were enemies to all government, and thought 
CR on account "_ their: relation: to 3 
: COVE - 4 3.7-L.'I Yu rh 1 
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freed from all ſubjeQtion to any earthly' power. This 
prejudice probably aroſe from confounding Chriſtians 
with Jews; and knowing that principles of a very ſe. 


ditious nature, criminal to the Roman, and indeed to 
all civil government, were really held by a ſeQ a 


the latter, originated by TJupas of Galilee, and on that 


account, called, Galileans, a name which, by the Hes. 


thens, was indiſeriminately given to the Farnen, in 
the early days of our religion. | 
As the principle attributed, though unjuſtly, to the 


Chriſtians, or at leaſt to Chriſtianity, was ſo ſubverſive 


of all order and government, it was of great importance 
that they ſhould carefully guard againſt every thing i in 
their language and condy@, which might tend, in the 
leaſt to juſtify their enemies in fixing it upon them, 


This may well account for the Apoſtle's urging obedi- 


ence to the ruling powers, in terms ſo ſtrong and abſo- 
lute ; and explains their giving the following or a fimi 
lar reaſon for their thus preſflirg it upon their Chriſtian 
brethren, — That the word of God be not blaſphem- 
ed.” It ſheus alſo, that their object was not to define 
the limits of ſubmiſſion, but to evince the obligation to 


ſubmiſſion in general. Can it then be fairly inferred 


from any thing which they have written, that our relig: 
jon may be juſtly charged with being unfriendly to lib- 
erty, or giving any countenance to oppreſlive and ty- 
rannical government? Would the charge be juſt, 
though we ſhould allow that it was the deſign of the 
Apoſtles to recommend to their Chriſtian brethren, in 
exiſting circumſtances, an unreſerved obedience to the 
ruling powers ; not merely to ſuch as were good and 


juſt, but to all without exception, to the rulers of that 


days 
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day, who, it is well known, were ſufficiently deſpotic 


to qualify the obedience of the ſubjeR, the end of their 
echortations would have been fruſtrated ; for they 
yould by no means have vindicated themſelves, in the 
eyes of the government, from the ſcandal to en they 
yere expoſed. | 

A ſenſible that our religion has been TRY ſuf. 


* bd ij k 4 2 


the ſlaviſh doctrine of unlimited obedience and paſſive 
ſubmiſſion, upon the idea that the ſacred writers, when 
hey inculcate ſubjeQion, in the ſtrongeſt and moſt un- 
qualified terms, ſtill diſcover, by the arguments which 


ernment and ruling powers as what they ought to be, 
not regarding what they really were: That they urge 
bedience upon the principle jhat the civil magiſtrate 
the miniſter of Gop for good, unto the people, and 
herefore that their obligation to obedience cannot be 
inferred, when he ceaſes to maintain this charafter, and 


ls 


r. Paur's reaſoning in the 1th chapter of Romans, be 
uſt, which, however, is not undiſputed, there appears 
o be no occaſion for having recourſe to it. 

NeveRTHELESS, though it is allowed that chriſ- 
anty does not profeſs to define the reſpetctive pow- 
ts and rights of rulers and ſubjedts, it is ſtill contend- 
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in Id that the ſpirit of it is moſt congenial to that of free 
he Novernments, and evidently favourable to rational lib» 
nd ry. | e 

at Ws 


= 


and oppreſſive Certain it is, that had they undertaken 


ently defenſible againſt the imputation of teaching 


hey make uſe of to inforce it, that they conſider gov- : 


eco mes their ſcourge and oppreſſor. But if this con- 
rudion of the apoſtolic writings, and particularly of 


— bem Ay oe gr 


immediate object was to improve the hearts, and = 


| the adminiſtration of every kind of government, a and 


form, rather than another. And if there be any 05 
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Ws: readily aſſent to our Saviour” 8 declarai 
when he ſaid, © my kingdom is not of this world.” 


the morals. of mankind : To reconcile them to the 
Deity, and thus train them up as ſubjetts of a ſpiritual 
and eternal kingdom. This object however, is in per 
felt conſiſtency with that of rendering them wiſer, bet, 
ter and happier, in every earthly relation, and of pro. 
moting the preſent welfare, both of individuals and fo, 
ciches. It is manifeſtly, the tendency, and we need 
not heſitate to conſider it as the deſign, of his religion 
to render men better citizens of the world as well 28 tg 
make them meet for an heavenly inheritance ; to giz 
them more juſt ideas of, and diſpoſe them more fajcbfu 
ta diſcharge, their reſpeiye duties, whatever thej 
rank, ſtation or condition in life. It is, doubtleſs, 
greeable to his will, and in perfect conformity to the 
deſign of his ſpiritual. kingdom, that mankind ſhoul 
ayall themſelves of every inſtruction which may be de 
duced from his religion, for ſecuring liberty, peace u 
poſperity, and enhancing thoſe advantages which an 
derived from civil government, : and the laws of ſociety 

Taz ſpirit of Chriſtianity ought to be carried ink 


regulate the conduct of all claſſes of men, from th 


higheſt to the loweſt, but it does not thence follow thi 
genius and principles of ſome kinds of government at 


not more nearly allied to the ſpirit of this religion ha 
others; or that it does not point to the election of on 


form on which it looks with peculiar approbation c 


we heſitate to ſay, it is the REPUBLIC AN. 


wall” 


Wrzx our Saviour ſaid to his diſciples, “ All ye 
are brethren,” did he not recognize or clearly counte- 
dance that fundamental principle of republicaniſm, the 
mura equality of men. I mean an equality with re- 
each 10 certain natural and inherent rights; the only 
01: which reaſon can ſucceſsfully undertake to defend, 
and wich is in pet fett conſiſtency with that difference 
and almoſt endleſs variety which is found among them, 
with re ſpect to original capacity, aptitude. to govern, 
education, riches, and influence derived from any of 
theſe ſources, or from all combined. 

IT was not neceſſary that the author of our religits 
ſhould more fully avow that important maxim of all free 
government, that rulers are inveſted with power not 
principally, for their own ſakes, but for the good of the 
community ; or that he ſhould more clearly diſcounte- 
nance the idea of hereditary power, and greatneſs deriv- 
ed from titles and diſtin&ions, not founded on merit, 


that the princes of the Gentiles exerciſe dominion over 
them, and they that are great exerciſe authority ; upon 
hem ; but ſo it ſhall not be among you: But whoſoey- 
er would be great among you, let him. be your miniſ- 
ter, and whoſoever will be cliich mon JOU ke him be 
your ſervant,” . = 
He did not ſay, wied theſe Kinds * government 
which cheriſh ſentiments tending to depreſs, and hold 
in vaſſalage the great maſs of the people; in whieh 
numbers of the community live in idleneſs and luxury, 
eil won the labours of the reſt, and enjoy privileges and 
W*xmptions, greatly oppreſſive to the degraded multi- 
Fun ude: But he ſaid by his Apoſtles, © Be ye, all of you 


than he did, when he ſaid to his followers, “ Ye know 


* ett g 


ed in a ſtriking manner, an impartial concern for all hi 


| quire what form the Author of it inſtituted in W 
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ſubject one to another Bear ye one anothet's burdang 
— And, ſerve one another in love.” And he diſcover: 


brethren, when repreſented as ſaying, Inaſmüch u 


ye did it to the leaſt of theſe, ye did it unto me.” 


He has not ſaid that governments, in order to their 


being free, muſt be eleftive ; that all the members of 


the community are entitled to a voice, mediately or in. 
mediately, in chooſing their rulers, and making the lam 


by which they are governed; or to a degree of weigh 


in the general ſcale. But he has, by his Apoſtles com 
manded us to honour all men ; and has compared the 
Chriſtian ſociety to the human body ; ; repreſenting al 
the members of it as connefted with, and mutually & 


pendent on each other; ſo that © the eye cannot fayt 
the hand, I have no need of thee ; wor, again, the head 


to the feet, I have no needof you.” Weare taught thi 
& God hath tempered the body together, fo that ther 
ſhould be no fchiſm therein, but that the memben 
ſhould have the ſame care one of another; and whethet 
one member ſuffer, all the members ſuffer with it; « 
one member be honoured, all the members rejoice wil 
it.” 

Tux Apoſtle enjoins obedience and fidelity to thei 
own maſters, on all in a ſtate of ſervitude ; but add: 

« if thou mayeſt be free, chooſe it rather,” that v 
might not be left in doubt, which of thoſe two Nate 
had the preference in his mind. 

Ir it be thought of peculiar importance, in order i 
determine what kind of government is moſt agreeaMt 
to the ſpirit and principles of Chriſtianity, to ef 


church 
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nM church ; may I be permitted, without ſeeming to wan- 
rer too far from the preſent occaſion, or to enter too 
his eeeply into a diſputed queſtion, to obſerve,  conciſely— 
bat if we except what may be called Theocratic in 
his government, particularly the appointment of its 
{rt officers, by Cutis r himſelf, and the extraordinary 
powers with which theſe officers were inveſted, for the 
WH purpoſe of fucceſsfully propagating a religion, fo ſtrong- 
y oppoſed by the lufts, paſſions and prejudices of the 
oh world : If we attend to the direct evidence which we 
m blave from the New Teſtament, that one ſpecies of offi- 
wel cers was elected by the brethren: If we conſider that 
de Apoſtles do not appear to have had any proper ſuc- 
4. ccllors, the end of their office being anſwered in the 
yi witneſs which they gave to the reſurre&ion of CHRIST, 
ell 2nd the foundation which they laid for tranſmitting his 
half religion to future generations: If we recolleC that, by 
gen Apoſtolic direction, cenſure was to be inflicted on an 
ben oftending brother, in an aſſembly of the whole church; 
that no brother was forbidden to ſpeak and exhort in 
their religious aſſemblies; and, to mention no more, 
that there was, for a. time, a community of goods, 
among the early Chriſtians the concluſion appears to 
be juſt and obvious, that, ſo far as CHRIS r has inſtitut- 
ed any particular kind of laſting government for his 
church; and ſo far as this is pointed out to us, by the 
authority or example of the New Teſtament writers, it 
partakes largely and moſt ſtrongly of the ain 
and ELecTivg form. 

| I onry add, that the friendly aver of our religion 
on the cauſe of liberty in general, and of conſequence, 
on the moſt free governments, is clearly viſible in the 
3 . whole 
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tenor and tendency of its precepts, which is to pets 
not only the divine, but all the benevolent and ſocial 
virtues ; to cheriſh that charity which worketh no ill 1g 
his neighbour, and to deter men from every a of inju 
tice, treachery or unkindneſs, whereby the rights and 
liberties of any of their brethren might be violated/;/in 
the exhortations which are given to chriſtians, to ſtan 
faſt in the liberty wherewith they are made free; not u 
be the ſervants of men; not to call any man maſter o 
earth; not to affect being called Rabbi, and not to er 
erciſe lordly dominion over each other. 

PzxHays J ought to apologiſe for dwelling fo * 
upon a point, on which this. reſpetctable audience ma 
be ſuppoſed to have felt themſelves previouſſy agreed 
It is hoped, however, that an attempt to illuſtrate ib 
indire& teſtimony which the beſt of religions furniſhes, 
in favour of our own conſtitutions of government, vil 
not be deemed an improper one, by the friends, eithe 
of republicaniſm or chriſtianity, 

Wu ar has been already ſaid, is I truſt, more than ſub 
ficient to explain the occaſion of the apoſtles words, it 
the text, and their meaning as they relate to that oces 
ſion. This appears to be, that it was the will of Gon, 
with reſpett to the chriſtians to whom he wrote, tha 
they ſhould with due ſubjeQion to the civil poweth 
Hlence the ignorance of fooliſh men; or the objeftion 
and complaints of all, who, through prejudice, or wail 

; of acquaintance with them, and their religion, accuſed 

| them of principles or practices unfriendly to gover 
ment. Such ſubjeQion, we have reaſon to conclude 
was the well doing eſpecially intended. But taking tht 


words in a more general ſenſe, though ſtill as relating 
gl: e vi 


% 
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o government, and che duties connected with it, max 


[they not, with propriety, be recommended to the at- 


ention both of rulers and ſubje ds, eſpecially at a time 


when party ſpirit is ſo prevalent, that not a few of both 


ind themſelves expoſed to cenſures which they ought 
not to deſerve, and which they muſt naturally wiſh to 
flence ® 

Bur it may be aſked, will not ignorance and folly 
be forever clamorous? Muſt not he who attempts to 
flence them, undertake an helpleſs taſk ? Can it be the 
vill of Gop that we ſhould perform impoflibilities?,Is-it 
not enough that we ſhould be required to prevent or 
filence the complaints of the candid and judicious? To 
the following conſtruttion, which is preſumed to be the 
rue one, there can be no difficulty in aſſenting: That 
it is the duty of all to endeavour, by well doing, in their 
reſpective ſtations and relations, to prevent every juſt 
ground of complaint againſt them; and to conduct in 
ſuch a manner as vill have the moſt probable tendency 
to put to ſilence even the ignorant and fogliſh, _ 

PERMIT me now to ſuggeſt, that if rulers would con- 
form to the will of Gop, and the ſpirit of what is rec- 
ommended in the text, they will feel themſelves obliged, 
praQtically to remember the origin of government, and 
the ſource of their authority and power. If they duly 
conſider that civil government is the ordinance of Gop, 
they will view themſelves as his miniſters, and charged 
with an important commiſſion from him wha “ ſtandeth 
in the congregation of the mighty, and judgeth among 
the Gops.” They will feel an elevation calculated, not 


to foſter pride, but to inſpire noble ſentiments, and the 


moſt generous and laudable kind of ambition; and cher- 


im 
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iſh that ſelf reſpe& which vill render them caution 
and circumſpett in their deportment, and fearful 0 
ſinking the dignity of the ruler in the vices or follies c 
the man. They will remember the character of bim 
whoſe miniſters and repreſentatives they are ; they wil 
take heed that they do not, by unfaithfulneſs, negligence, 
ſelfiſhneſs, or any baſeneſs of behaviour, miſrepreſent 
and diſhonor HI who has put ſuch honor upon them; 
and carefully endeavour to manifeſt unto all who witneſ 
their adminiſtration, that they know him who exerciſeth 
loving kindneſs, and judgment and righteouſneſs, in the 
earth. They will not forget that being raiſed above 


their brethren, in authority, does not render them le} 


accountable to HIM who is the judge of all the earth; 
but rather, will be ſerioufly impreſſed with the intereſt 
Ing importance of that divine maxim, unto whom much 
is given, of him will much be required. | 

REMEMBERING alſo that their power is not derived 
immediately from Gos, but through the intervention of 
thoſe, over whom their power is extended, they will feel 
the propriety and importance of reſpefting the people, 
as well as themſelves. This caution is uſually applics- 
ble to rulers, in all kinds of government, even the moſt 
deſpotic : For, in all © the phyfical ſtrength reſides in 
the governed; and this ſtrength wants only to be felt 
and rouſed, to lay proftrate the moſt ancient and con- 
ſirmed dominion.” But eſpecially may it be recom- 
mended to republican rulers, whoſe authority, while in 
common with that of others it derives its ſupport from 
public opinion, is more ſenſibly and immediately de- 
pendent on the ſuffrages and general will of the govern 


ed. We reprobate the inconſiſtent idea of power, de- 


e 
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| |egated to the rulers, remaining, at the ſame time, in the 


hands of the people: Yet, in governments like ours, where 
all delegated power may be ſaid, by means of frequent 
elections, to return, after ſhort intervals, to thoſe who 
gave it; and their right to change even the conſtitution, 


hen the public good may require, is clearly acknow- 


edged, there appears to be a peculiar propriety in rul- 
ers treating the general opinion, and feelings of the 
people, with delicacy and reſpe&. And this, not mere- 
ly for their own advantage, and with a view to the more 
certain enjoyment of the public confidence and affec- 
tion, but alſo from a patriotic regard to the general wel- 
fare and tranquillity ; that the people may not be fur- 
niſhed with a plea for attempting, or wiſhing, frequently, 
to ſhake foundations, and make injudicious or danger- 
ous changes i in the conſtitution. | 
Ir is a diQate of ſound policy, as well as of chriſtian 
morality, that we ſhould, not only endeavor to do that 
which is right and good, but, if poſſible, to do it in ſuch a 
manner that our good may not be evil ſpoken of. It is, by 
no means, inconſiſtent with that firmneſs, and refolute 
adherence to what appears to be right, which charaQerizes 
a good ruler, to aim, habitually, at providing things Ro- 
neſt in the fight of men; and to ſtrive by manife ſtation of 
the truth, to commend himſelf to every man's rn. in 
the ſight of Go. | 
Acain, if rulers do what is in their power to put to 
llence the ignorance of fooliſh men, they will praQtical- 
ly remember the pES1I.N OT GOVERNMENT, or the end 
for which they are inveſted with authority. In the whole 
of their adminiiration, they will direct their aim, and 
E240 = point 
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point their endeavours to the general good. Whatere 
ſphere they move in the fyſtem of government, this wil 
be the centre towards which their views and actions wil 
tend. They will diveſt themſelves, as much as poſlibl 
of ſelfiſh, of local, and of party prejudices. If they arg 
legiſlators, they will, in making laws, ever conſult the 
good of the whole community. And though it may be 
often proper to make ſuch, as are deſigned to benefit 
more immediately, a part, yet they will conſent to none 
which, in their view, will operate injuriouſſy with rp 
ſpe& to the whole. And if their office be to execute ibi 
laws, they will be guided by the ſame principle. They 
will view all claſſes and conditions of men with an equi 
eye. They will not employ their power and influence 
to oppreſs the poor, in judgment; or ſcreen the 
guilty from deſerved puniſhment, on account of their 
riches or honors. They will not bear the {word in vain, 
by negledting the duties required of them; or fron 
ſiniſter motives, overlooking crimes which they ought 
to.puniſh ; but in ſuch a manner as to be a terror to eu 
doers, while they are a praiſe to them who do well. 
Fuxrn IR, if rulers would, as much as poſſible, ſecur 
themſelves from cenſure, by conforming to the will d 
Gov, it highly concerns them to conſider the influence 
of religion upon the preſent happineſs of mankind. 
Upon the acknowledged principle, that religion, if no 
abſolutely neceſſary to the exiſtence, is greatly condu- 
cive to the order, peace and welfare of civil ſociety 
| they will feel chemſelves bound to make all that prow 
ſion for diſſeminating the knowledge, and enforcing 
the praQtice of it, among the people, which is conſiſtent 


with the rights of conſcience ; rights which they will 
ever 


— 
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wer hold-ſacred, and never preſume to violate, even 
yith a view to promoting what they may eſteem the 
greateſt good of the community; ſenſible that they, 
qually with others, are bound by the prohibition, not 
y do evil that good may come. They will, upon the 
ame principle, and under the conviction, that it does 
not appertain to them to decree articles: of faith or 
nodes of worſhip, protect all denominations: in the 
peaceable exerciſe of their religion, and in worſhipping 
Cop according to the diftates. of their conſciences. 
Conſiſtently, however, with the above mentioned con- 
viction ; and that ſuch protection may be effeQually 
granted, they will, not only feel themſelves at liberty, 
but under obligation to reſtrain the licentiouſneſs of 
thoſe, who, regardleſs of all religious inſtitutions, would 
throw down the barriers, deſigned to ſeparate: from oth» 
ers, that day which is peculiarly devoted to the public 
worſhip of Gop. 
Tux ruler's reſpe&for Agen may, and ought to be 
diſcovered alſo by diſtinguiſhing thoſe who appear to 
reverence its laws, in the diſtribution of public: offices ; 
lo far, at leaſt, as a due regard to other qualifications 
will permit. If they would ſilence the ignorance of the 
fooliſh, or give no occaſion to the judicious. and well 
diſpoſed to cenſure their conduR, they will follow the di- 
reftion given to the Iſraelites, reſpełting the choice of 
their rulers andjudges—provide ſuch as fear Go, as 
well as able men, and haters of covetouſneſs. Their eyes 
will be upon the faithful of the land, to honor and pro- 
mote them; nor will they ſuffer conſiderations. of 
friendſhip, affinity, or ſelf intereſt to ME thoſe: of 
perſonal character. 


Zur 
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Bur there is yet another way in which their regard 
for religion may be moſt effeQually expreſſed, and thi 
is, exhibiting in their own characters, that which it i; 
their duty to honour in others. It is poſſible that men 
may reſpe& religion in others, who do not habitually 
feel its influence themſelves ; at leaſt, they may occa. 
ſionally diſtinguiſh and honor it, when their own au. 
thority, intereſt, or favorite ſchemes may be promoted 
by ſo doing. It would, however, be with faint hopes of 
ſucceſs, ſhould we recommend to men deſtitute of reli. 
gious principle, the making of ſuch principle an objed 
in the appointment of others to places of power and 
truſt. And indeed, with reſpect to their own fidelity, 
and uniform attention to the duties of their office, we 
cannot feel that confidence in men, who profeſs not to 
be governed by higher motives than thoſe of honour, 
civil virtue or regard to reputation, which we cheerful. 
ly repoſe in ſuch as give us the additional ſecurity, 
which is derived from thoſe ſublime principles by which 
religion, and eſpecially the chriſtian religon, awes, con 
trouls, dire&s and animates its votaries. 

In connexion with what has been now ſaid, it is nat 
ural to obſerve, that if rulers would hope to avoid, nol 
merely the clamours of ignorance and folly, but the 
frowns of knowledge and virtue, they muſt be exempls 
ry in their own reſpe& for, and obedience to thoſe laws 
by which they are inſtrumental in binding their breth- 
ren. If they treat their own inſtitutions with praQtical 
contempt, they will be juſtly chargeable with the abſur- 
dity of pulling down with one hand, what they build 
with the other. It is of as real importance that they 
ſhould govern, as that the miniſters of religion ſhould 
inftruQ and purſuade, by example. | Tis 
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Tax inquiry, how the ſubjects of government ought 
o conduct, that they may comply with the ſpirit, of the 
ſtruction. given in the text, now demands our attention. 
he ſum of the anſwer we may find in the words imme 
ately following, * As free, and not uſing your liberty 
; a cloke of maliciouſneſs, but as the ſervants- of 
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As Els ſervants, it becometh them to remember that 
ubmiſſion to government is a duty, than which ſcarcely 
ny one appears to be more clearly enjoined; by HIM. 


eli. 3855 | 
mo eaſon teaches-us that whatever tends to promote the 
nd happineſs of mankind, is agreeable: to the benevolent. 


uthor of our beings. For the neceſhty, importance, 


t | 
3 and ſalutary ; tendency of government, of laws. and 
io 045i ſtrates, to be a terror to evil doers, and a protection, 


25 well as praiſe to them that do well, we need not ap- 
deal merely to the feelings of thoſe who have ſuffered 
n their perſons, their property or their connexions, by 
he audacious wickednels of the high- way robber, or 
ne inſidious, and even more alarming villany of the 
midnight thief, incendiary and aſſaſſin. On this point 
zeneral experience abundantly confirms the deciſion of 
reaſon. The concluſion is obvious. The voice of 
revelation, alſo, is clear and deciſive upon our obliga- 
tion to civil obedience: So clear, that we may ſafely 
pronounce real enemies to government, to civil. order 


ws 
h. end ſubordination, practical enemies, at leaſt, to our 
boy religion. Whatever they may be in name, they 


are not chriſtians. in ſpirit and in truth. To declare 
any one, an enemy to government in general, is there- 
lore a high and grievous charge. It may be, and, no 


doubt, often is miſapplied. This may be the language | 
| D 0 
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ol ignorance, of folly, of prejudice or malice, as well " 
the complaints which are too often uttered againſt tho. Ml 0 
by whom government is adminiſtered. Nothing which 
ſober reaſon diftates, or which CHRIST, or his apoſtles 
have taught, on this ſubjett, furniſhes any juſt ground 
for the pretence, that reſiſtance to the ruling powers is 
in all caſes, contrary to the will of Gov, and the fpiri 
of our religion: Much leſs, that all diſapprobation oh 
or ſpeaking againſt the meaſures of thoſe in authority, 
is criminal. We have not ſo learned CHRIST, nor the! 
principles of civil ſubjection. In this reſpe& we may, 
and ought to conduct as free. But if we would do 
what we ought to prevent or ſilence complaints, with 
regard to the uſe which we make of our liberty, we 
muſt conſider the ill conſequences of a groundle 
diminution of the public confidence, in our civil ruler 
We muſt remember that although they may not intro 
duce more of myſtery into their adminiſtration, than 
particular circumſtances, or the general nature of goy- 
ernment may require, yet we are not capable of kno: 
ing, in all caſes, at leaſt, immediately, the motives 
which influence their conduct. Their means of infor 
mation are more perfect, and their field of viſion ' more 
extenſive than thoſe of private individuals. Theſe con 
ſiderations will diftate candour and tenderneſs, inthe 
Judgments which we form of their public condudt, in 
thoſe inſtances which appear moſt doubt ful, or liable to 
ſuſpicion; and are calculated to produce a habit of 
manly and generous, though not of blind and implicit 
confidence; in the uprightneſs of their views, and the 
wiſdom of their meaſures. The fame conſideration 
ſhould alſo inſpire us with the truly patriotic . 
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or ſtanding forth in the defence of our rulers, when we 
<> conceive them to have done well, and their meaſures 
16M? be unjuſtly attacked; and induce us, by enlighten- 
ing, according to our ability, the ignorant, to ſilence, 


4 if poſſible, their groundleſs complaints, Permit me to 
15 obſerve, that ſuch a kind of confidence, as has been rec- 
of ommended, may, with peculiar juſtice, be expected of 
ity the ſubjeQs. of ſuch a government as our own, in which 


tell che rulers are, either directly or indireQly, appoint- 
ed by the people: Since, in cenſuring them we do, in 
ſome meaſure, caſt a refleQion on our own, or at leaſt, 
the public wiſdom or integrity. 


and afſert our right to inveſtigate and diſcuſs the mea- 
tires of government, if we would give no juſt occaſion 


and argument ; and not have recourle to reviling, ſcur- 


while they render a doubtful one, ſtill more ſuſpicious, 


may be viewed by the optics of corrupt policy, or 
on iolent party zeal, are a kind of weapons which will be 
the riccted with abhorrence, by every true friend of liber- 
„ of government, and his country. 

4 toll Tus man to whom this character helena. whatever 
it of his ſentiments may be on diſputed political queſtions, 
lei vill, we may expect, quietly yield up private opinion to 
the that of the pubic, as expreſſed by the conſtituted or- 
on gans of the general voice; fo far at leaſt, as to ſubmit, 
004 vithout difficulty or oppoſition, to its eſtabliſhed effekts. 
al de vill rejoice in the proſperity of his country, wheth- 
| cr 


Wu ILE we hold faſt the liberty of private 1 
of offence, we ſhall exerciſe this right with prudence 
and decency. We ſhall appeal to diſpaſſionate reaſon 
fili and abuſe. Thoſe do but injure a good cauſe, 


Need I add, that falſehood and deception, however they 
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pronounce the preſent an eventful period. Whethe 
they be not the wheels, in the grand machinery dd 


cy in haſtening the fulfilment of ancient predictions, te 


power, and thus introducing the reign of truth, of peace 
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er it were produced by the means which he 
or not. And with reſpe& to meaſures which Involy 
only the queſtion of expediency, not that of juſtice an 
Tight, will feel willing that events ſhould determine thei 
wiſdom or impropriety. 

I oxLy obſerve further, that a due regard to 4 Wil 
of Go, and the peace, order and welfare of ſociety 
will deter him from imputing to thoſe who differ fron 
him, in ſome of their ſentiments, on -public meaſure 
worſe motives and intentions than their conduct clea 
indicates; and from exaſperating the ſpirit of part 
when already too violent for the health of re Politic 
body. 

FromM what has been faid of the friendly afpef of 
chriſtian religion on civil liberty, and the congenialit 
of its ſpirit to that of the moſt free governments, we ma 
infer, that as conformity to its principles and-obediendt 
to its precepts prevail, the rights of men will be mon 
thoroughly underſtood, and more ſacredly regarded. 

AND may we not view it, at leaſt, as probable, dh 
the extenſion of republican principles and forms of gov 
ernment will accompany that ſpreading of the goſpe 
in its power and purity, which the ſcripture prophe 
cies repreſent as conſtituting the glory of the latte 
days? The ſurpriſing ehanges and (revolutions whid 
have taken, and are taking place in Europe, loud 


4 
l 
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providence, which are to have a diſtinguiſhed efficien 
lative to the downfal of anti-chriſtian and tyrannici 


and 
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and equal liberty, is an inquiry which may well arreſt 
the attention of every. ſerious and enlightened believer 
in revelation. 

Nox am I deterred from offering the above ſuggeſt- 
jon, by refleQing that the great and formidable Repub- 
lic, which makes ſo conſpicuous a figure on the bloody 
theatre, has, in the midſt of revolutionary: violence, and 
their zeal for deſtroying the corrupt appendages of the 
chriſtian religion, made war upon chriſtianity itſelf: 
Nor by a review of thoſe attendant enormities, from 
which humanity ever muſt, and, as we have reaſon 
to hope, the nation among whom they were perpetrated 
now generally does, turn away with abhorrence : Nor 
by any thing which may be juſtly thought equivocal, or 
alarming in their preſent deſigns or condutt, relative to 
us, or to furrounding nations. 

To the prevalence of infidelity, and an unparalleled 
proſtration of chriſtian principles and inſtitutions, may 
be juſtly attributed, in no ſmall degree, thoſe : ſhocking 
evils which tarniſhed the glory of their wonderful revo- 
lution. Nor let us haſtily conclude that the ſtrange and 
impious attempts to baniſh chriſtianity, in the days of 
anarchy and confuſion, will prove effectual to hold it 
in laſting exile ;—or preyent-its return, in an improved 
and more rational form, to bleſs the reign of order, 
peace and ſettled government. Beſides, we acknowl- 

| edge that the power and wiſdom of the Deity are often 

W cxerciſed in bringing good out of evil. He diſappoint- 
eth the devices of the crafty, carrieth headlong the coun- 
(el of the froward,and bringeth about the moſt important 


all events, by the means whichithey make uſe of to defeat 
cel them, We remember how the enemies of Cuk IST 
| flattered 
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flattered themſelves that they had effectually cruſh 
his power and cauſe, when they accompliſhed his death, WM” 
though that very event was the corner ſtone on which Ml” 
his kingdom was ereQted. We recolle@ that the Al. 
ſyrian monarch is called the rod of Gop's anger ; ad 
that the righteous deſigns of the Almighty Ruler were 15 
carried into effect through his inſtrumentality, though 
he meant not fo, neither did his heart think ſo ; but it 
was in his heart to deſtroy and cut off nations, not a feu. 
And we aſſent to the ſcripture declaration: © Surely ed 
the wrath of man ſhall praiſe thee ; the remainder of by 
wrath ſhalt thou reſtrain.” 70 0 

RETTE CTI on the legitimate origin, and deſign of 
civil government, what abundant reaſon have we to feli. 
citate ourſelves on being the inhabitants of a country, 
in which the former is ſo clearly, and practically recog: 
nized, and the latter ſc rationally and happily purſued! 
It is our happy lot to live under civil conltitutions 
& which unite, and by their union eſtabliſh, liberty with 
order; the latter of which is not leſs effential to our 
permanent welfare, than liberty itſelf. We are citizens 
not merely of a ſingle CoMONWEALT, but alſo, of a 
FEDERAL REruBLic, which unites, for general defence, 
and many important purpoſes, under one common head, 
a number of diſtinct States, poſſeſſed of qualified ſove- 
reignty, ſpread over an extenſive country; and thus, 
without endangering freedom, or giving up any thing 
eſſential to the republican form of government, in a 
great meaſure, if not entirely, obviates the often repeat- 
ed objeQion againſt this form, as being compatible wa 
to a ſmall extent of territory. _ 

No are our religious rights leſs firmly rr to us 
than our civil, Not by legal eſtabliſhments, Not by 
| any 
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ay other alliance between the church and ſtate, than 
wat conſiſts in that rational reſpect which each enter- 
wins for the other, founded on a conviction of the im- 
At ortance, both of religion and government, to the hap- 
ind ſineſs of ſociety. While religion, and the chriſtian re- 
gion is countenanced, if not directly patronized by the 
ming powers, every man is at liberty to worſhip Gop 
in the manner which his conſcience dictates to be right. 
„the citizens of the UNITED Stars are highly favour- 
„ed, in as much as they are not ſhackled in their inquiriesz 
by the baneful influence ofa powerful and bigoted hierar- 
chy, on the one hand; nor, with pleaſing confidence, I 
add, taught by general infidelity and irreligion, in their 
civil rulers, to ſlight the inſtitutions of Chriſtianity, er 
to negle@ the ſupport, or deſpiſe the inſtructions * 
their ſpiritual teachers, on the other.. 

Ta ar the great body of the people are poſſeſſed of an 
uncommon degree of valuable knowledge, compared 
vith moſt, if not all other nations, with whom we are 
acquainted ; that the arts and ſciences are flouriſhing; 
that the means of education are improving, as well as 
increaſing, and that religion is generally reſpeQed, a- 
mongſt us, are conſiderations which tend to confirm the 
pleaſing hope, that the TemeLsz or LIBERTY which 
has been erected in this Weſtern world, will be as re- 
nowned for its duration, as it is for the harmony of its 
proportions, and the ſimple elegance of its ſtructure. 

Wenk we to take a review, (which however, the time 
will not permit,) of the various ſcenes through which 
ve have paſſed, in our progreſs from a ſtate of depen- 
dence on a diſtant power, whoſe impolitic meaſures for 

"60 FR ſecuring 
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ſecuring, more firmly, our ſubjeQion, were the means of 
loſing it entirely, to our preſent ſtate of independent 
proſperity, wealth and reſpeQUability, the recolleftian 
might well excite a-throng of emotions in our breaſts, a. 
mong which, gratitude to heaven would juſtly claim the 
preeminence. For it was not our own arm: that ſaved 
us; but the right hand of the Lok p, and his arm, and 

the light of his countenance. This pious affe ction, 
however by no means forbids, and, I truſt, will not ex. 
clude the gratitude ſo juſtly due to thoſe patriotic Wat. 
riors and ſtateſmen, whom heaven has honoured, in 
making them important inſtruments of our political {al 


. worthies,. it would be unnatural and unjuſt, not to dil 
tinguiſh the late illuſtrious Preſident of the United States, 
Viewing him both in his military and civil charaQer, 
and tracing him through the whole courſe: of his- patri- 
otic and benevolent labours, who will deny that he has 
well done, and deſerved moſt highly of his country? 
May that retirement, to which he has been followed by 
an unparalleled ſhare of the public applauſe, eſteem and 
gratitude, be as happy as it is dignified ; and the even- 
ing of his life. as n and ſerene, as its _ has 
been aktive and uſeful f 

' WurLs we cheerfully. pay this tribute of ceſpett to 
the diſtinguiſhed merits of the retired Prefident, we dis 
claim the idea, of our political ſalvation or proſperity 
depending on the name or the virtues of a ſingle citi- 
zen, however illuſtrious. Let the well known abilities, 
the extenſive political knowledge, the integrity and pa- 
triotiſm of that highly reſpeQable charakter, who nov 
fills the firſt ſeat in our national government, be our jul⸗ 


vation and national proſperity. Among this band of 


tilication 
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iGcation in ſo doing. And let the general ſatisfaction 
vith which the reſult of a late intereſting eleQion-was re- 


ceived; and the confidence, and ſpirit of conciliation 
vith which both the firſt and fecond in command, ap- 


pear to be viewed by the people at large, ſuffice to 


falſify the gloomy predictions, and diſappoint the fears 
and hopes of ſuch as have, either kindly trembled for 


our ſafety, or viewed with 4 jealous eye, our —_— m_ 


neſs and reſpeQtability. ey . 

Axox e the public cauſes of joy and Nidtsse, it is 
ar from the leaſt, that we have been enabled to realize 
the invaluable bleffing of peace, while other nat ons, 
with whom we are Lonnie; have fo Teverely experi- 
enced the calamities of war. Our joy has, however, 
ately felt a check, and a cloud has, in a degree, obſcur- 
ed the face of our national proſperity, in conſequence 


of the miſunderſtanding which has taken place, between 


our government and the Republic of France. Never- 
theleſs, we truſt that thoſe ties which bind the two na- 
tions to each other, will not be lightly broken by either; 
and that both underſtand their honour and intereſt too 
well, to widen, rather than attempt healing the unhappy 
breach. With reſpect to our own government, we feel 


full confidence that, from a convictio of the undimin- 


hed value of peace, and a due regard to the diQtates 
of general beneyolence, they will be induced, beſe ore an 
appeal is made to the ſword, to purſue the expedient of 


negociation, as far as national dignity will permit : Far- 


ther than this, it is preſumed, no citizen of independent 
America will wiſh them to gaz or patiently bear the 


humiliating idea of being controuled, or Mage os by 


any foreign nation whatever. | 
* Tas 
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Tnx aged and venerable chief Magiſtrate of this Com 
monwealth,“ now that he is retiring from the chair « 
government, to which he has been repeatedly raiſed bil 
his fellow-citizens, who have thus clearly expreſſed thei 
grateful ſenſe of his paſt exertions, in the cauſe of free 
dom and his country, will be pleaſed to accept ou 
warmeſt wiſhes. for his health and happineſs ; That peac 
may crown his latter days; that he may live to ſee, an 
rejoice in the increaſing proſperity of his country, an 
finally realize the bleſſedneſs promiſſed to the faithf 
_ diſciples of Curisr. | 
WukEN we extend our views forward, to a ſucceſt 
in this high and honorable office, it is with much ſati 
faction that we obſerve the prevailing ſuffrages of th 
people pointing us to a CHARACTER, in whom we 
feel fo ſtrong confidence, that he vill faithfully and uni 
formly endeavour to promote the true intereſt of thi 
Commonwealth, in connexion, and confiſtency ” tha 
of the United States. po 
His Honor, the Lieutenant ame vin accer 
our congratulations, on the renewed teſtimony whit 
he has received of the eſteem and confidence of his fel 
low citizens. By till exerting himſelf to ſerve them, 
that honorable ſtation, to which their ſo general ſuffrage 
have called him, may he enhance their eſteem and ap 
probation, as well as the final rewards of fidelity. 
Mar the Honourable Senate, and Houſe of Repr: 
ſentatives, in the elections of this day, and all their iu 
ture deliberations and deciſions, be actüated by the pu 
reſt of motives ; a regard to che honour of Gop, and the 


| . | bappinek 

„His nine, SAMUEL ab Elq. 
4 His Excellency INCREASE SUMNER, Eſq. 
* His Honor MoszSs G1cti, Eſq. 
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uppineſs of thoſe who have placed confidence in their. 
- MW vidomand. integrity. We truſt they will not forget, the. 
1 MY Glutary influence of religion, on the welfare of civil. ſo- 
eiety, nor the peculiar importance of the general Viffu. 5 
fon of knowledge, in a Republic. We therefore antic- 
pate the ir ſolicitous, and unremitted concern, not on- 
y for our Univerſity, and Academies, but for thoſe ſmall. 
rand more comm on ſcminariegof learning, on which, 
our dependence, for the general diſſemination , 'of the 
fu moſt uſeful knowledge, and a great part of the benefit of 
ooblic religious infiruttion, muſt ultimately reſt, Hap - 
py will it be for the people, and happier Rill, in the end, 
for themfelveg, if they conſcientiouſly purſue the way of 
vell-coing : If, by their laws, their influence and ex 
ple, they endeavour to diſcourage vice, and honouf and 
promote that righteouſneſs which exalteth a natlon, nile 
it lays the only ſure foundation of happineſs to individ "= 
ds, both temporal and eternal. For, if to the character 
of good rulers, they join chat of good men, though they 
ſhould not be able, at all times, to ſilence the ignorart 
and fooliſh, they will ſecure the approbation of the wiſe 
and candid; and above all, they will be Woran in the 
eyes of the LoRD 1 
Tuis whole ly” is remindedyof de Wbligsdon 
vhich lies upon them to do well, not merely by ſubje c- 
ton to government, and giving honour, to all among 
p their fellow- men, to whom honour is due, but by uni- 
| torm ſubmi ſſion to the will, and ippargal reſpett to all 
the commandinents of the sUepREME RULER of the 
vorld. Let us rejoice that we are called unto liberty, 
and that our ſubmiſſian to government is lo rational a ſer- 
"ce. But let us taks bed that we do not uſe e 
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Let us not ſhow ourſelves unworthy of the formerz e 
8 unteaſonable and groundleſs complaints of our 
on the one hand, or blind and ſervile confidence inch 
on the other: By neglefting or abuſing the import 
privilege of election, whichive” o freely enjoy 
by lofing ſight of the principles and ſpirit of thoſe s x0 
lent conſtitutions of i er ment, Ende Which We | 
And let us not abuſe the latter, by injuſtigey' fraud 0 
falſehood; by luxury, intemperance and corrupfing "at 
pation; nor by infidelity, profaneneſs, and conc 
ous diſregard of religious inſtitutions. But duly. af 
ciating the merits, both of the government and dhe g 
io with which we are bleſſed, let it be our. greavily 
cen, to crown the virtues of the; citizen with 

. Thus firmly laying the foundations 


ul hope, that when the ſolemn period ſhall a 
which will level all diſtindtions, but thoſe of the mor 
kind, we may find a place among the juſt made 

and with all thoſe, who, by patient continuance in 
doing, have ſought glory, honour, w 
ment Kern * x 
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